MAGIC AND RELIGION

child come ?" and she answers, " Yes, it is sucking
already." . . . Lastly, the bird is killed, and laid,
together with some betel, on the domestic plate
of sacrifice. . . .?1 In this ceremony prayer and
sacrifice to a god are associated with magical
practices of a mimetic and sympathetic character.
In a large number of ceremonies, the god Is dealt
with religiously in order to secure from him
'power,3 and then Magic is added to make the
power effective. In old Egypt one of the formulas
according to which the help of gods was secured
began with an appeal to them under their popular
names. It was a prayer which they were free to
heed or to neglect. Then followed, in order to
compel them to act, an adjuration introducing
the mystical names, ' those written at birth in
their heart by their father and mother.'2 The
magician not only claimed the power to force the
gods to do his bidding, but also, in case of dis-
obedience, to punish them, even by destruction.
Remnants of magical dealings with gods are
found even in the Christian Religion, if we are
to believe the authors quoted by Frazer.3 Magic
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